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MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM — EUROPE AND UNITED STATES VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.09 pm]: Between 6 and 
22 September, I visited multiple locations in Europe and the United States of America to promote and advocate 
for the opportunities in Western Australia’s future battery and critical minerals industry. The purpose of this 
mission was to assist in driving further downstream processing opportunities, including the potential to establish 
a cathode precursor facility in WA, which has the potential to firmly cement Western Australia’s position as 
a competitor in the global battery value chain. Further investment and downstream processing development in our 
state will provide positive economic outcomes and jobs growth for the state. It is important that global customers 
and investors are made aware of Western Australia’s ability to provide environmentally sustainable and ethically 
sourced supplies of battery materials and critical minerals. The Facebook generation is increasingly demanding 
these higher standards, which are a key strength of Western Australia’s regulatory system. 
Although we have advanced the development of lithium hydroxide and nickel sulphate processing facilities in this 
state, our government has heard and is acting on the feedback from industry to further promote Western Australia 
as the ideal place to build the battery industry processing facilities that will be needed to meet the coming demand 
generated from electric vehicles and home storage batteries. The McGowan government’s future battery industry 
strategy demonstrates our government’s ambition to diversify the state’s economy through utilising our established 
strengths in the resources sector and developing new industries that will create more jobs for Western Australians. 
In a competitive global environment, attracting the partners and investment needed to develop the battery value 
chain in Western Australia is an essential part of our state’s strategy. 

While in Germany, I was also able to represent the Minister for Regional Development at the F-Cell Hydrogen 
Conference and present Western Australia’s hydrogen strategy and the many exciting hydrogen-related projects 
in development in our state. In Houston, I attended Gastech and presented the opportunities available in 
Western Australia for the supply of LNG to new global markets, and strongly advocated for Western Australia’s 
petroleum, engineering, technology and services sector. I would like to thank the Western Australian government 
European office and, in particular, the Agent General, Mike Deeks, CSC, for the support and assistance they provided 
and the ongoing work they are doing. I also greatly appreciated the support provided from the commonwealth 
government representatives from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and Austrade, who will now be better 
able to advocate for Western Australia’s industry in those jurisdictions where WA does not have a government 
presence. I table my report. 
[See paper 2983.] 
 


	MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM — EUROPE AND UNITED STATES VISIT
	Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum


